The article presents a reflection on conception of poverty as a condition or circumstance that restricts personal autonomy and increases vulnerability. Focusing on bioethical arguments, the authors discuss two perspectives: (i) economic, that relates poverty to incapacity to work and (ii) ethical-philosophical, which relates poverty to inequality and injustice. The first perspective corresponds to the World Bank's view according to its recommendations to the political and economic adjustment in Latin America. The second one is based on concepts of fairness and equality as components of social justice. The subjects' autonomy and vulnerability have been under question in an international movement that requests revision of ethical guidelines for the biomedical research. The bioethical arguments presented in this article enhance a discussion on unfair treatment
to subjects enlisted in protocols sponsored by rich countries and hosted by poor nations.
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POBREZA, BIOÉTICA E INVESTIGACIÓN
Nos proponemos desarrollar una reflexión bioética acerca de la concepción de la pobreza como condición o circunstancia de restricción y vulnerabilidad. Esta concepción presentará dos perspectivas: la económica, relacionada con la incapacidad (visión del Banco Mundial desde las recomendaciones políticas para el ajuste económico de los países latinoamericanos) y la ético-filosófica, relacionada con la desigualdad (basada en los conceptos de equidad e igualdad como desdoblamientos de la idea de justicia). Una de las graves consecuencias de lo anterior es el tratamiento injusto, respecto a los procedimientos de investigación, de los países ricos que reclutan las poblaciones de los países pobres como campo experimental para investigaciones en el área de la salud. Este hecho se produce principalmente en las investigaciones biomédicas o farmacológicas, cuestionando así desde el punto de vista ético el carácter de vulnerabilidad y autonomía de los individuos. DESCRIPTORES: bioética; pobreza; inequidad social; investigación biomédica; vulnerabilidad; equidad; autonomía personal
THE CURRENT CONTEXT OF POVERTY
Poverty is not a phenomenon of our times.
In the history of humanity, it can be found in different economic crisis, social exclusion and lack of investment in the productive sector (1) .
The road leading to these results can be traced 
THE ECONOMIC PERSPECTIVE OF POVERTY: INABILITY
Considering the conditions presented above, the World Bank reports are concerned with issuing measures to fight poverty. According to the 1990
reports, a poverty conception can be inferred on the basis of a certain social order outlined in these documents (1) . In this order, two points are important:
the minimal State and the labor world. The first should guarantee and create conditions for effective market action (renewal of institutions for this end, regulatory regime to guarantee competition, elimination of corruption, security of property rights, provision of some few social needs).
Regarding labor world, it is no longer divided in employed and unemployed. It is characterized on the one hand by "individuals who succeed to manage in the market -which is supposed to be society's most effective functioning mechanism -and on the other by individuals incapable to get into the market -the poor -which the State should help through its residual and focalizing social policies". This consideration is expressed in the 1990 reports and permits defining poverty as the "inability to reach a minimum living standard" (1) .
But what is understood as a minimum living standard and what is inability?
According to the World Bank, the minimum living standard refers to consumption, that is, the minimum amount spent for nutrition and other needs, including a small part for leisure (fun and social life).
This amount should be calculated in accordance with each country and region. If a person does not gain enough money to fulfill these needs, (s)he is considered poor; that is, is in no conditions to live minimally well. Moreover, inability also points towards the need for economic opportunities and social service delivery. In order to fight poverty, the State should plan policies in these two areas, favoring new economic opportunities to obtain revenues, besides assistance in health and education (social services).
This poverty concept is constructed for a labor world, in which the worker is competitive and has a job (and can find a new one if (s)he loses it) and who does not have a job is not able to. The critique is that the poor, because they are unable, are seen as losers and, hence, to them is left only the integration into the social policies offered to provide for their "inability".
One of the critical issues to be taken into account is that the minimal State's action is a step back from the perspective of social rights. In first place, because it is established as a charity and auxiliary mechanism and, second, because these rights are no longer democratically extended to all.
However, the needy (even with productive capacity) have no way of choosing, unless accept. Perceived as such, their right to choose is restricted to good intentions, infringing people's citizenship and individual liberty. Hence, the poverty conception presupposed in the current international policy can be interpreted as strengthening exclusion and marginality.
ETHICAL-PHILOSOPHICAL PERSPECTIVE OF POVERTY: INEQUALITY
The idea of inequality can be inferred from
Aristotle's classical text on justice (2) , which examines the notions of equality and equity. According to this author, justice is a relation in which human actions are mutually involved. Some of these relations refer to honor, money or security, while others involve attitudes or "objects to which the good (virtuous) man relates with". Both types of relation are ruled by the idea of distribution, that is, sharing or exchanging fairly. In the first type, the form of sharing can be compared with an arithmetic division, in which the identity of the terms is preserved, resulting in equality.
The second way requires that the terms be equivalent, Many specialists use the globalization phenomenon to justify the large gap between the rich and the poor in our times. We will not look further into this here but, for the sake of observation, it should be reminded that some countries are in a "state of severe poverty" and do not succeed to manage to minimally participate in the relations that characterize the globalized world, such as some African countries (4) .
POVERTY AND RESEARCH: EXPLORATION
In the last decade, in biomedical research, or endemic diseases, lack of access to citizenship institutions or any other misfortunes that make them especially vulnerable. This socially determined vulnerability can be called "secondary" or "circumstantial", or also "susceptibility" (5) .
In the context of this understanding, the idea to the complexity that shapes the vulnerability of people, groups and populations in society (6) .
Three levels can be proposed for assessment and intervention in the research subjects' vulnerability (7) . The first level is the individual, which defensive aspects, inhibiting its affirmative and creative dynamism (8) .
FINAL CONSIDERATIONS
To raise one last question -but without closing off the debate -it should be taken into account that, in terms of advances in biomedical sciences to improve knowledge that benefits people's health, tests need to be applied (according to accepted protocols) to humans. Therefore, it is pertinent to use the Aristotelian principle of justice as reciprocity (9) , which, for this discussion, requires that research subjects receive the benefits due to the fact that they are participating. It could not be justified that a subjectpatient who received placebo would not receive the drug whose therapeutic effect was approved by the study at the end of the research. It could not be justified either that a subject who benefited from the medication would no longer receive it, due to the fact that it is not sold yet in the country. Moreover, when commercially available, the price charged is usually prohibitive for people who served research subjects.
Exploration occurs when rich or powerful people or agencies make use of other people's poverty, weakness or dependence to achieve their own goals.
Poverty is questioning us. It calls for decisive answers and committed actions to rescue human beings' dignity and defend the life that is threatened and the full citizenship for all.
